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while the Irish did not. They clung to the old
faith. A Legate was sent to Ireland to stir up the
faithful. He came with letters from the Pope,
instructions and arguments. Elizabeth was an
excommunicated woman; she was a heretic and
a tyrant. He got in touch with the great nobles,
and tempted them with promises of help from
the King of Spain. He travelled throughout the
country, appealing to the peasants in the name of
the head of their Church. But the Irish were so
poor and so backward, it was clear they could
not do much. Help had, therefore, to be sent,
and foreign troops actually landed with a special
holy banner blessed by the Pope. In 1580 re-
inforcements were sent: mostly Italians, but a
few Spaniards. They were too few. Elizabeth's
Lord Deputy defeated them. They were asked
in whose name they had c<jme ? When they replied
the Pope's, they were told he was a foreigner who
could have no right to make war in English terri-
tory, and they were put to death. Sanders, the
Legate, became a fugitive, and died of starvation
wandering in the desolate bogs as is so vividly
described in Westward Ho!
So the Irish effort too failed. That it was serious
may be judged from the fact that the measures to
defeat it cost Elizabeth half-a-million pounds.
The third attack was made within England, and
it is one of the saddest stories of the time. The
English Catholics were in a hopeless difficulty.
They clung to their religion and they wished to